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Activity

Exploring Preventive Priorities

Learning Objectives

¢ Students will evaluate thirty ongoing or potential conflicts based on how likely they are to escalate or occur in the next

year, and their possible impact on U.S. interests.

¢ Students will analyze a conflict chosen by the classin greater detail and consider to what extent the United States could

influence its outcome.

Materials

Preventive Priorities Survey 2026

CFR Education Simulations

Handout

Instructional Plan

(I IF N

. Have students read the "About the Preventive Priorities Survey" and "Methodology" sections of the Preventive Priorities

Survey page. Alternatively, briefly explain the survey and its purpose.

. Using the attached handout, have students rate the conflicts based on their own knowledge of them. Be sure to note that

thereisa"don't know" option for each as well and encourage students to check that box as necessary.

. After students have completed their own ratings, have them explore the survey results and observe where their

judgments differ from the experts. Have them consider: How different were your responses? Why do you think you
differed?

. Let students vote on asimulation related to one of the PPS topics that they would like to conduct. A list is below.
. Lead students through the simulation. Refer to the instructions and how-to video linked at the top of the simulations page

for guidance.

. During your debrief of the simulation, ask students to reflect on the conflict, and whether after the simulation they think

there is an opportunity for prevention or resolution.


https://education.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/learn/foreign-policy-0
https://www.cfr.org/report/conflicts-watch-2026
https://education.cfr.org/simulations/mini
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JN2i0t80hqTUQiVLOlegWiNp99JR2uExUuFSJm66FAU/edit?tab=t.0

CFR Education Simulationsthat Align to Conflicts from the 2026 Preventive Priorities Survey

Mini Simulations Extended Simulations

e [ran/Isragl: Nuclear Negotiations With

Iran . RussriwalNATO: Russiaand NATr? inthe Baltilcs in Zr?16 (L\ISC))
o Chi . ) . ¢ North Korea weapons test: North Korean Nuclear Threat (NSC
oty + SAAh ChimSam Oy I With G (150
Sudan ' ¢ Nigeria: Boko Haramin Nigeriain 2017 (UNSC)
. L . . ¢ South Sudan fighting Humanitarian Intervention in South Sudan in
o India/lPakistan: Dispute in Kashmir 2014 (UNSC
e Ukraine: Ukrainian NATO Membership 2014 (UNSC)
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https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/nuclear-negotiations-iran
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/nuclear-negotiations-iran
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/threat-taiwan
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/humanitarian-crisis-sudan
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/humanitarian-crisis-sudan
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/dispute-kashmir
https://education.cfr.org/teach/mini-simulation/ukrainian-nato-membership
https://education.cfr.org/simulation/russia-and-nato-baltics-2016-nsc
https://education.cfr.org/simulation/north-korean-nuclear-threat-nsc
https://education.cfr.org/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/boko-haram-nigeria-2017-unsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/simulation/humanitarian-intervention-south-sudan-2014-unsc
https://education.cfr.org/simulation/humanitarian-intervention-south-sudan-2014-unsc
https://education.cfr.org/privacy-policy
https://education.cfr.org/terms-use
https://education.cfr.org/privacy-policy
https://education.cfr.org/terms-use

